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Healthy Oceans Matter 

Healthy Seafood 

Clean Beaches 

Resilient Economies and Good Jobs 

Cultural and Recreational 

Opportunities 

Abundant Wildlife   

 

2 



National Ocean Policy 

National Ocean Council 

9 National Priority Objectives 

Framework for Coastal and 

Marine Spatial Planning 
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Building Blocks 

Science and data 

Ecosystem Based 

Management 

Efficiency 

Partnerships 

Regional focus 
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National Ocean Policy  
NINE PRIORITY OBJECTIVES 



Building on Gulf Regional Collaboration 



The Need for Planning 
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SCIENCE 

COMMERCIAL 

FISHING 

RECREATION 

 

ENERGY &  

INDUSTRY 

NAVIGATION 

CONSERVATION 

AQUACULTURE 

DEFENSE &  

HOMELAND SECURITY 



Information Based Decision Making 

Ocean and coastal 

planning relies on 

spatial data for: 

ECOSYSTEMS 

OCEAN USES 

GOVERNANCE 
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Gulfport, Mississippi 

 

 

 



Planning Relies on Spatially 

Explicit Data 

Supports Planning and Tradeoff Analyses 

 

 

 

Flower Garden Banks 



Prototype Portal 

Ocean.data.gov 

Categories: 

 

Data Resources 
 

Decision Support   

Tools 
 

Regional Efforts 
 

Forum 
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Implementation Plan  
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January 2012:  45 day 

public comment period 

Spring 2012:  Final plan 



Thank you! 
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www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans 


