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BOEM Environmental Programs  

 
Office of Environmental Programs  

 
Led by the Chief Environmental Officer  

 
Division of 

Environmental Sciences  

 
Division of Environmental 

Assessment  
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Environmental Studies Program  

Applied science for informed decisions 
on ocean energy.  

 

Mission: Provide the information 
needed to predict, assess, and 
manage impacts from offshore energy 
and marine mineral exploration, 
development, and production activities 
on human, marine, and coastal 
environments.  



Environmental Studies Program  

Â Initiated in 1973 to support the U.S. DOI offshore 

oil and gas leasing program.  

Â Statutory authorization derived primarily from 

the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) 

and Environmental Protection Act of 2005 which 

gave BOEM authority to regulate OCS Renewable 

energy projects.  

Â Section 20 of the OCSLA authorizes the ESP and 

establishes three general goals for the programé 
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Environmental Studies  
Program GOALS  

1) Establish the information needed for 

assessment and management of 

environmental impacts,  

2) Predict impacts on the marine biota; and,  

3) Monitor human, marine, and coastal 

environments.  

 

 Applied science for decision making.  
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Determining Study Priorities  

ÂMission relevance  

ÂScientific merit  

ÂTechnically feasible  

ÂTiming  

ÂApplicability  

ÂAffordable  
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Environmental and Socioeconomic  
Resources and Issues  

Â Physical 
Oceanography  

Â Coastal Habitats  

Â Socioeconomics  

Â Cultural 
Resources  

Â Fisheries  

Â Multiple Use 
Conflicts  

Â Air Quality  
Â Water Quality  
Â Marine Mammals  
Â Sea Turtles  
Â Marine and 

Coastal Birds  
Â Bats  
Â Seafloor Habitats  
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ÁBeaufort, Chukchi Sea exploration  

Alaska  

Atlantic  

ÁSand and gravel  
ÁRenewable energy  

National  
ÁPartnership: NOPP,  
 OST-IPC (formerly JSOST)  

ÁFive -year schedule  

ÁDeepwater   

ÁActive leasing  

Gulf of Mexico  

Pacific  
ÁDeveloped/ 

producing 
leases  

ÁRenewable 
energy  

ÁSand and gravel  

 
Information Needs  



External Participation -  BOEM involves 

both Federal and non - Federal 

scientists throughout life of project:  

ÁDeveloping Statements of Work  

ÁParticipating on proposal reviews  

ÁServing as project inspectors  

ÁReviewing BOEM reports  
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Annual ESP Process  



Origin of Study Concepts  

Â Regional or 
Constituent groups  

 

Â Workshops ï ours or 
others  

 

Â Litigation issues  

 

Â Focus on areas with 
likely activity  
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Á Discussion with 
discipline contacts  

 

Á Follow on from 
previous work  

 

Á Specific NEPA needs 
Stakeholder 
meetings  



WHAT  WHO  
Information needs assessed 

annually   
ü   Stakeholders  

Studies development plans  ü   ESP Offices  

OCS Scientific Committee 
deliberations  

ü   Peer Reviewers  

Balance needs/priorities with 
resources  

ü   ESP Headquarters  

National Studies List ï 
Directorate level  

ü   Decision makers  

Appropriate procurement 
vehicle    

ü   Acquisitions   
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Annual ESP Process  



ÁFederal Advisory Committee (FACA).  

ÁAdvises BOEM on the feasibility , 

appropriateness , and scientific value  of the 

information provided by the ESP.  

ÁParticipates in an annual meeting to review 

Studies Development Plans.  

Á Includes specific sub -committees.  
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OCS Scientific Committee  
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Funding Research  

Â Competitive Contracts  

Â Inter -Agency Agreements  

Partnering: NOPP; NOAA; ONR; NASA;  

NSF; USGS; FWS; NPS; DOE; etc.  

Â Coastal Marine Institutes (UA, LSU)  

Â Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units  

Â North & West Alaska, Pacific Northwest, Gulf 
Coast, North Atlantic Coast , Piedmont South 
Atlantic, Californian  


