
Overcoming Social and 

Environmental Vulnerability:   

 

A Working Environment Approach 



Working Environments in the 

Gulf Coast:  A definition 

Working environments  

• allow and create healthy ecosystem,  

• sustain regional economies and family 

income,  

• protect communities. 

Defiinition 



Vulnerability:  Different perspectives 

• Geo-physical:  wetlands loss, hurricanes, oil spill 

 

• Local economies and household income 

 

• Broader social criteria  



Environmental vulnerability 

• Wetlands and land loss:  272 square miles in 

10 years 

 

• Damages from storms:  $250 billion over six 

years 

 

• Damages from oil spill 

    and industry  
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Social Vulnerability Index 
Social Vulnerability to Multiple Hazards    Southeastern Border States 

The Social 

Vulnerability Index 

(SVI) examines both 

the potential impacts 

of natural hazards and 

which populations are 

most likely to be 

negatively affected. 

The SVI overlays 

social variables such 

as income, age, race, 

and gender over 

climate change-related 

hazards. 



Poverty 6 



Social Vulnerability Index- Southeast 
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Social vulnerability to flood hazard 



Social vulnerability to hurricane-force 

winds 



Social vulnerability to sea-level rise  
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Poverty 



Rising House Costs Outstrip Wages 

From: Mirror on America, p. 7, Oxfam America, © 2008  
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Millions of visitors travel to the Gulf Coast each year, spending 

more than $100 billion across the region. 

Tourism 

Chart credit: National Geographic, Oct. 2010, p 53) 



Social vulnerability and 

restoration 

• ” These new decision-making processes 

should include consideration of dispropor-

tionate impacts and outcomes often faced by 

economically and socially vulnerable 

populations from natural hazards and 

environmental degradation.” 
• Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration Strategy 

 Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force 

 December 2011 



Resilience through Restoration (I) 

• multiple lines of defense 

  

• mitigates wetlands loss 

 

• preserves habitats  

 

• protects communities 



Resilience through Restoration (I) 

• Protects livelihoods, creates jobs, offers 

opportunities 

 

– $1 million investment  

 creates 28 jobs 

– Local hiring is critical 

– Workforce training  
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Housing Solutions 

Terrebonne Readiness and Assistance Coalition’s 

“Louisiana Lift House” 



Big Idea #1 

Critical challenge in environmental 

agenda is not conservation and 

preservation. 

 

It’s about sustainability  

with development. 



Big Idea #2 

Critical challenge in development agenda is not 

economic growth and overcoming poverty. 

 

It’s about development  

with sustainability. 



 

Thank You for your 

engagement, questions, 

and feedback! 


