
A Report Card for the Gulf of Mexico. 

Why it should matter to youé 



The Gulf of Mexico is a healthy and productive ecosystem, 

but there are many challenges to maintaining that statusé 

Over Fishing 

Nutrient Over Enrichment 

Habitat Loss 

Water Quality 

Freshwater Inflows 

Climate Change  



The Deepwater Horizon focused 

attention on the Gulf and its future 

as no other event 

ever hasé 

The challenge is to make sure 

that the funds and energy to be 

focused on the Gulf are 

effectively employed 



If you do not know where you came from, 

or where you areé 

How will you know where you 

are headed and when you get 

there? 



How do you get everyone on the same pageé 

Moving in the same direction? 



United by 
Geography 
and Purpose 

Gulf Stakeholders may 

have diverse goalsé   

But they share a 

common desire 

for a healthy and 

productive Gulf 

http://gomurc.usf.edu/default.asp


The scale of an effort to assess the health of 

the Gulf is a challengeé 



Mexico 

United 

States 

Cuba 

We need a Report Card that is also 

transboundry in scope and application  
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FEDERAL FUNDING TOTALS 

CHESAPEAKE BAY GREAT LAKES GULF OF MEXICO

$475 

64,000 SQ MILES 201,000 SQ MILES 596,000 SQ MILES 

$481.4 million $1,010.6 billion $86.3 million 



An ecosystem level, science based Report Card 

for the Gulf of Mexico 

Unless we are content 

to blindly move in a 

hopefully positive 

direction, we have no 

choiceé 



Provide scientifically 

based metrics that guide 

future research 

Support effective 

restoration efforts 

Promote sound 

Policy and decision-

making 

Build credibility 

and public support 

Be perceived as 

fair and objective 

The Gulf Report Card willé 


