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a place like no other 



productive fisheries 



an international destination 



an economic engine 



ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦΧ 

 50% 
inland and  

coastal wetlands 
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seagrass beds 
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50% 
oyster reefs 
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mangrove forests 



hurricanes 



spill impacts 



What does the future hold for 
the Gulf of Mexico? 











a healthy economy  
          does not need to come  

     at the expense of  

a healthy Gulf of Mexico. 





Vision for a Healthy Gulf 

ÅSustained biodiversity 

ÅProductive habitats 

ÅHealthy populations 
of commercial species 

ÅAccess for the public  

ÅFishable, swimmable 
beaches and rivers 

ÅThriving cities and 
towns 

ÅCitizen stewards 



Sustain Native Fish and 
Wildlife Populations 

Recover Habitats 

Ensure Connectivity 
 of Special Places 

Restore and Enhance Water 
Quality and Ensure 

Freshwater Flows to Estuaries 

Essential Priorities of Gulf of Mexico Strategy  

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/areas/gulfofmexico/gulf-

restoration-strategy-lr.pdf 
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